7 n v v g N e . . \
. -~
» * -

Declassmed in Part Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/10 CIA-RD80—00809A000600150123-8

% e ARIC

CONTROL/ CLASSIFICATION —5 e ": 50X1-HUM 3
US OFFICIALS ORLY i ]
CENTRA INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. REPORT NO. : : 4

coNO. - 50X1-HUM |

COUNTRY ‘Bulgarie » ' ) I . DATE OF RN
INFORMATION 1952 .

Military - Racall of reserviets, mneuverﬂ, .

-SUBJECT airfields

" paTE DIST. &/ Apr 1953

©NO.OF PAGES '3

50X1-HUM

' SUPPLEMENT T0
REPORT 'NO.

Tird or.wfat CONYAINS IRFOMEUTION AFRECTING T WATLORAL DOFENICM -
S Yoy w1740 STAtES. @.Twim TWE WeANINT OF TITLE (8 SECTI;AS 793

i vos 0 res wx cant. a6 swts 118 Thamsessnom on s 200 THIS ISTUNEVALUATED INFORMATION T -
Letim ¢F 175 CORTENTS 10 08 RECTIPT BY AN UNALINOAIICH OCHTON 43) A PRSPTITE e R o ’ oo -
S e I | - 50X1-HUMS

MILITARY INFORMATION ON BULGARIA:
REW AIRFIELD, RECALL OF RESERVISTS, MANEUVERS

50X1-HUMBS

the labor troops

{trudcvaks) are ssid to bave completad zdcently the constructior of & largs
nilitary ajrfield near the towa of Mikheylovgrad, in northwestern Bulgeria.

This airficld, vhick is said (v B3 for Jet aivcraft, is perhaps the fifth
airfield of this type constructed in Ruigsrie.

intensive military preparations have besn 50X1-HUM
taking place throughout the Mikhaylovgrad ares; this can be explained by the B
fact that the town is near the Yugoslav frontiszr. The inhabd:iiants of Mikhey-

lovgred vwere very ruch impressed by these preparations, vhich they say are the

m2st important they have ever seen. They are certain that something sericus is

in the offing.

Uodarground shelters ere anid to hava beeu constructed in ths hille cn
vhich Turnovo was built, vhere the military school is located, and vhcrn the
arxy general ataff ie at preaent,

The former underground sheliers comstructed during the last var in Pancha-
revo (10 kilometers from fofis oz the road to Samokov) are s&id to have been
enlargsd and deepened. They are composed of three tloors, the lest [ oves J
of which is 12 meters belov the surfaces of the roed which passes in front.so
the mmarcue doora of these shelters.
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\Since 12 October 1952 the Sofia aree has been
disturbed by the recall of & large number of reservista from Sofia apd vicinity.
The first recalls occurred on the night of 12 October 1952, end *he peuple of
Sofia, who are not sccustomed to being roused at night except by the State Se- .
rurivy Poilce, believed that arrests vere being ade . '

Tne firast moments of fear were followed by the belief that something very 5
" aayious awaited them because Sofi1s hed never seen so msny reservists recalled o
‘av ope time or sc pashtily  Some reservists, espnclally these from the villages, .-
iyers accompanied by memberz of toelr femxlieay &5 1f tbﬂy nxpected to leave di-"‘
'y;vecfly fnr ‘the fronmt. : s

: Tbﬂ toral n&mber of peranns *acalled Lannot bP &s*Lmsted but there wera'
”acer axnly several thousand within several days and uwights.’ ”he recalls gener-
Tlzlly . vcok plece efter midnight. Communist Perty memberse nad to report within !

. . bours, and other persoss ithip 6 hours The Commmniste were prob&hly or- 5
it gapized before the others to Insare that & cadre of Lhe faitnful would enrround '
o f*ha athers who were mobilized e EERURT

Ail periens wha wereé reczlled had to report betveen 0300 and 0800 hours o
{6 hé-mirieary authcrizies; who were-waiting for-them in.the various Sefia
rhacla.  Students had previously been given & 3-day vacation  Equipped and
saetnea o1 ‘he spot, the reservists were sent by t.rick into an area probably
neer Sof'a 1o form their uwnlts. They were pot told beforehand where they werxe

go. %

A rumer c:rculeted to the effect that wll reservists from the class of
191C (L2 years cld) on were to be mcbilized. It was alsc reported that the
1:+ and Sui. -egiments of the lst Division in Sofis would be organized. These
ramers cowld 0t be varified.

Altnovgn the region srcound Sofis was disturbed by the recall, other sec-
ticne of Bulgarie appsrently were nct affected by recalls. Although the num-
ber of persons recalled was large, i% constituted only a minority of Sofia’'s
600,500 1nhabitants. Necessary arrangsuenis had been made in May which would
permit partial (regional) trial mobilizations during 1952.

31icce scme operationa of this type had taken place in 1551 in Ploviiv,
Kolarcvgrad, and Dobrudzha, it seeme (o me that this 1= only & repetition of
theae mansuvers *o teat the efficecy of the mobilization aystem.

The Bulgarian Army appareptly 41d not carry on maneuvers during September
195+, Thia doms not Appear pormal in view of the fact that Bulgaris has 7 mil-
13~n ichsbitspts wizh 250,000 men under arme. It is, thercfore, possible that
the pressct racall may be connectad with fall maneuvers.
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Certain szctions of classes rathsr than entirs claases have bean recelled.
The oldast clasz to be called 1s reportedly the clsss of 1910. Unconfirmed
reporte state that thres srmies cre being organizad sround Sofis, Plovdilv, &nd
Fleven. sSevarsl bunired Soviet officers s&re 38id to have arrived %o witness
+his trisl mcbilizatiom. DBulgariss military euthorities are satd to have in-
tendsd originelly %o hold only & triel mobilizetion lasting one week, but upon
Soviet insistence they extended the pericd of instruction fo 30 deys.

According to some reservists who were recalled but were later relessed be-
cange of their health, the military authorities cordially welcomed the persons oy
called up. The mobilization itself was well organized. During the first few . ' ...
flayg, +he reservistis recsived good raticns snd gusrters and were supplied with . v L

voe cigareties. All wre aaid to have been well-clothed. Theee reservists . . g
were impressed mozt of all by the speeches mede by their commenders bocause
they werr full of patriotism and were very different from "hctae to which the
civiliay gosmlatien 18 anbjected. L

- 50X1-HUM

‘Tne Sofia reservists who Vere called up betwveen
. i 12 and 16 Octcbar 1552 wers relsassd on 3, 4, and 5 November 1052, after hav- .
e 'ing taken part in the maneuvers which were heli between Vaksrel and Ikbiimsn
on the Dregoman-Sofia-Svilengrad railroad, S50 kilometers from Sofie in the 41-
rectioa of Plovdiv.

In the course of three maneuvers, tvo “"srmies” opposed one another. One
defernded from the other the sccess tc the road leading to Sofia. At the time
of the mapesuvers, the automobile zovte from Sofia to Plovdiv was blocked by
soldiers, and sccess to the erea was prohibited to civilisms. However, trein
passenger; on the same route could see some phases of the maneuvers of the two
"armies" which tcok place rot far from the railroad.

FYor the first 2 days, the concentraticn of ‘yoops in the srea csused
great congeation which held up the exercises.
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